Stability of SM-7338, a new carbapenem in mediums recommended for the susceptibility testing of anaerobic bacteria and gonococci.
The stability of SM-7338 was compared to that of imipenem in media used for susceptibility testing anaerobic bacteria and Neisseria gonorrhoeae. SM-7338 was more stable in all media than imipenem. For tests with anaerobic bacteria, the broth-disk elution (in thioglycolate) and other methods recommended by the National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards can be accurately used for SM-7338. However, the cysteine content of IsoVitaleX (25.9 g/L) supplement inactivates SM-7338 (20-fold reduction) in gonococcal susceptibility test systems with GC agar base. A cysteine-free supplement would be advised for tests with the carbapenems and clavulanic acid. The SM-7338 disk diffusion test (10 micrograms) results were not significantly influenced by the inactivating substances in the media.